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officers of the Indian Army have all been British. An Indian
regiment of say 900 rank and file has had all its personnel
Indian, both men and officers except about a dozen who
were British. The Indian officers, largely of the small land-
owning or yeoman farmer type, could never rise into the
British grade except by courtesy at the end of their service.
This has been in the main due to two causes, first that the
martial classes, the men of thews and courage, were back-
ward in the education that could make a modern officer;
secondly, that the experience of the later wars against Afghan
and frontier tribesmen had shown that only with more
British leading could even the most martial classes do well
against a worthy foe.

Nevertheless, partly owing to a sense of the incongruity
of the situation, partly to political representation, for some
years young Indians have been sent home to be trained at
Sandhurst, and have been given the positions of British
officers in Indian corps. The Indian Army has coined the
useful phrase 'Brindian5, the Indian with a British position,
to describe these gentlemen, and very usefully so, since every
new science and condition needs its own terminology.

To meet two conditions, firstly political agitation, singu-
larly unnecessary in this case, and secondly because at one
time it seemed that young English officers would not enter
the Indian Army if there was any chance of their being com-
manded by Indians, it was decided to keep the Briton and
the Indian separate. It was felt that we are a Christian
people with Christian codes however much it may please us
for a while to pretend otherwise, that life in a regimental
mess is an extremely intimate affair, and men of one
way and outlook on life cannot live so intimately as mess
life postulates with men of other ways. Other heads,
wiser heads probably, thought otherwise. Nevertheless the
fiat went forth that certain of the Indian Army units were
entirely to be Indianized by the simple process of filling them
from the bottom with young Indians from Sandhurst and
elsewhere and the new Indian Militarv Academv. Yes, that